






f 






V 



m. 



»Vj 






>» 







fflm&& 



V^'VWv^V*vV», * v- v V 



v'vVW, 



.: rfV *' vV ^v**v'v; 









.----"--, 



(fW^ff^i 



).QtXQt)OOQOQC)Ot)OOOeQOQtXQ€>£>^ 



v > v f' *!> i , 



^T~ 



K^flg! 



^ Q®C^QGCtfjQj (3QOQ®Q ®Q>dQSQ i ciG/ ; i + 



fyV\, **>v> 



vv,w 



Syvwyvvyt, 



wwpp 



VVVrvV.^ 









w v«v^ 









IJP?:.?«§i 



VVvwvv. 



- w- * * ^ 



ilii|P**IIIP^W^ 



Mffiw 






rWWVWWiW 



V» v>ji £5 ; ■ ,v . yvyv 






vVy ¥.*•_ v v v ^' v-v tftf £ 



***%ii 



W*g88$K&S: 



v^^W, 



i^^^^v^^::^^^^^^ . 



»* « UOVW 









JOURNAL 



OF THE 



PRACTICE 



O F 



MEDICINE 



SURGERY, 



AND 



PHARMACY. 



NUMBER I. OF VOL. I. 



JOUR 

OF THE 

PRACTICE 

O F 

MEDICINE, 
SURGERY, 

AND 

PHARMACY, 

IN THE MILITARY HOSPITALS OF 
FRANC E. 

PUBLISHED BY ORDER OF THE KING. 

Reviewed and digefted by M. De H O R N E, under 
the Infpeftion of the Royal Society. 

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH BY 

JOSEPH BROWN, E, »;>.. „ 









VOLUME 













NEW-YORK : PRINTED BY J. M'LEAN, AND CO. 



A 

JOURNAL 

OF THE . 

Practice of medicine, &c. 



Ajhort Hijiorical Account of MIL. It ART 
HOSPITALS. By M. de Home. 

J^ HERE was no military hofpital be- 
fore the reign of Henry the IVth. who efta* 
blifhed the firft at the fiege of Amiens in 
1597 j in which, according to the report of 
Sully, the fick and wounded were as well 
taken care of and drened, as if they had been 
in their own houfes : Several perfons of qua- 
lity and fortune, adds this fage Minifter, 
caufed themfelves to be carried to this hofpi- 
Vol. I. A tal, 
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tal, in which they were better treated an 
accommodated than even at Paris.* 



It is then to the great Henry, that model 
for good Kings, that we owe the firft afylum 
provided for fick and wounded foldiers ; it 
was he that firft laid the foundation of this 
pious and ufeful inftitution : Before his time, 
the fick foldiers were commonly admitted 
into the civil hofpitals, and there mingled 
with the poor of every city. 

Under the reign of Henry II. it was like- 
wife cuftomary to pay to the commanding 
oncers of the different corps, certain fums 
of money for the treatment of the fick fol- 
diers. La Vieuville, a general officer em- 
ployed at the fieges of Thionville and Metz, 
received the money that was judged necef- 
fary for providing for the fick and wounded^, 



# Economies royales, politiques & militaires. Chap, 
LXXW. Edit. Amji. in fol. 

and 
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Bnd to this purpofe he procured the mofl 
able Surgeons ; but the idea never ftruck 
him of providing in one place all the necef- 
faries for feeding, adminiftring necefTaries, 
dreiTing wounds, and curing the fick and 
wounded foldiers : This undertaking was. 
worthy the great Henry, and he executed 
it. This example does not appear never- 
thelefs to have been followed immediately 
after him, as might have been expected •, for 
before the Italian war under Louis the 
XHIth. there is not the leaft trace of an 
army or military hofpital ; and it was at this 
epocha only, that Cardinal de Richelieu, 
worthy of efteeming Sully, and of prizing 
his works, conftruded at Pignerol, an hof- 
pital for the reception of the fick. It is 
then proved, and the writings of that time 
certify*, that the firft flying hofpital, in the 



* Protocole da Bureau de la Guerre. Manufcrit de 

M. le Tellier, depofe a la Bibliotheque du Roy, No. 

94.68, 

A 2 train 
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train of an army, was inftituted by Sully, 
under Henry IVth. and the firfl military 
fixed hofpital, by Cardinal de Richelieu, 
under Louis XIII. It is thus great Miniflers 
refemble one another in projecting and 
adopting fuch plans as add to their own ho- 
nour, whilft they forward the beneficent 
views of their mailers.. 

It was referved for Louis XlVth. to give 
to thefe eflablifhments a liability and extent 
proportionable to the greatnefs of his military 
operations ; it is to him we owe the firft fixed 
military hofpitals in fortified cities. He 
never fortified any place without ordering an 
hofpital to be built in it. He eflablifhed 
hofpitals in almoft all the cities of Flanders 
that he conquered, and of Alface that fub- 
mitted to his dominion. Lie caufed his for- 
tifications, and military hofpitals, to ad- 
vance in equal progrefs ; the former fecured 
his conquefts, the latter prefented to his 
troops the mofl fpeedy and certain help in 

cafe 
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cafe of ficknefs and wounds, from which 
even conquerors are not fecure. Louvois 
feconded well the views of Louis XIV. by 
facilitating and encreafing, according to the 
neceflity, thefe refpectable eftablifhments. 
This celebrated Minifter knew that real 
grandeur did not confift entirely in gaining 
battles and making conquefts, but that a 
road lay open to glory through acts of bene- 
ficence and humanity ; he procured to his 
mafcer this new mode of captivating the 
hearts of all his fubjedts. 

Until there were a fufficient number of 
military hofpitals in France for the reception 
of the fick, and gentlemen of the faculty 
enough to attend them, the Regimental Sur- 
geons had the charge of the fick, who were 
fcattered through the barracks occupied by 
the troops. It appears that it was among 
the firft inftitutions that care fhould be 
taken of the fick ; for befides a Regimental 
Surgeon, there were feveral regiments that 

had 
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had a Phyfician belonging to if, particularly 
the regiment des Salles, which arrangement 
continued until the beginning of the reign 
of Louis XVth. 

All the fortified cities under this reign 
had well eflablifhed hofpitals; the Regimen- 
tal Surgeons being obliged to transfer their 
fick to them, had only to treat in the bar- 
racks fuch flight complaints as did not re- 
quire a removal. This mode of treating the 
fick in the barracks, is ftill continued among 
the Auflrians, Bavarians, Danes, Prufiians, 
and among almoft all the people of the 
North. The Englifh have fcarcely any 
other. Every Regimental Surgeon takes 
care of the fick of his *own regiment •, the 
medicines he prefcribes for them are prepared 
and given by his Mate ; an Adjutant-Major 
is charged with the internal management of 
ihe place in which the fick are collected. 
Some foldiers of the regiment are ordered to 

a& 
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act as Infirmiers*. In fome cities there is a 
Phyfician belonging to the garrifon, who is 
confulted in extraordinary cafes ; the foldiers 
pay is Hopped for his diet. 

These Regimental Hofpitals have this 
5enfible inconvenience, that being for the 
moft part eftablifhed in the barracks, the 
fick foldiers are too near thofe in health, 
which renders the communication of difor- 
ders more eafy and more frequent, and may 
increafe thofe that are contagious. 

The cuftom of employing foldiers for In- 
firmiers, is equally dangerous and abufive ; 
for befides that this vocation is not fit for 
them as they are ignorant of the duty, and 
of courfe perform it very imperfectly; they 
contract by it a carelefsnefs which renders 
afterwards their military exercife lefs agree- 



* Infirmiers are men that attend an hofpital as orderly 
men, or Ward's men. 

able 
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able and more laborious ; they are likewiffe 
fuccefiively expofed to diforders that fre- 
quently prove fatal to fome of them. It is 
a fa£t proved from the experience of our hof- 
pitals, that aimoft all the new Infirmiers, 
are very fenfibly affected by the air of the 
hofpitals, v/hich produces diforders more or 
lefs ferious, more or lefs putridj according 
to the particular ftate of the air, and the 
ftrength and delicacy of their conftitutions. 
And we likewife know that men get infen- 
fibly accuftomed to the air of an hofpital, 
and to the neceflary watchings and fatigues, 
and in a little time they come to be aimoft 
infenfible to contagion and difguft ; at the 
fame time they acquire an handinefs and 
knowledge, fo necefTary before they can b'e 
ufeful to the fick they attend, or execute 
properly the orders they receive. 

The adminiftration of thefe Regimental 
Hofpitals, is vicious again in this, that the 
prcviEcn dees not correfpond with the medi- 
cine, 



FraBlce of Medicine^ &c. 9 

cine, and that the regimental Surgeon di- 
rects only the latter. This is a defect like- 
wife, in almoil all the Civil Hofpitals, 
that are governed by the Brothers and Sif- 
ters of Charity, who confult only their own 
zeal, cr the defire of fatisfying the fick, 
which is inconfiflent always with diet and re- 
gimen ; they, never calculate the danger 
there is in complying with the caprice or 
importunity of the patients, by which the 
prefcription is often rendered ufelefs, and 
fometimes dangerous. Another defect, in 
the government of hofpitals in foreign coun- 
tries, is, that a patient who is in a con- 
valefcent ftate, or is capable of walking 
about, thinks he has a right generally to 
demand what food he pieafes, if it is not 
countermanded by the Phyfician, by which 
means there is fcarcely ever broth enough 
made for thofe patients that require it. 

How imperfect foever thefe eftablifhments 

are, they receive into them, only fuch pa- 

Vol. I B tients 
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tients as are very ill, the others continue in 
their barracks to be treated in a more lum- 
inary way ; from whence it happens that 
the hofpitals in foreign countries, are lefs 
crowded than in France : And when a re- 
giment changes its garrifon, thefe hofpitals 
arc of courfe evacuated, becaufe the Sur- 
geons carry all the fick of the regiment 
with them -, the inconveniencies of which 
muft readily occur to every one : However, 
as .foreigners feldom change their garrifons,* 
there is lefs danger in it, and this incon- 



• This mode of ftationing their troops in garrifons, 
prevents a great deal of ficknefs, and particularly of 
that fort that proceeds from change of climate. Befides 
the Northern people very feldom move to a Southern 
climate. Though from the fituation of France, we en- 
joy many advantages, yet we often experience fucli 
changes of weather in one feafon, nay, fometimes in 
one day, as are very detrimental to the health ; and th» 
French foldier, in changing his garrifon, paffes often in 
a few days, from a cold to a hot climate, and from a hot 
to a cold one. 

venience 
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venience islefs obvious. In time of war the 
difficulty and dangers of fervice increafe of 
courfe the number of fick, but they are placed 
in the fame manner, and are provided for 
and treated as in peace, except that Army 
Surgeons are appointed to partake of the 
fervice of the Regimental Surgeons, and 
commonly only one Phyfician is appointed 
to the whole army. 

If we compare this method of treating the 
fick and wounded, with that eftablifhed in 
France, and followed in her armies, we 
cannot hefitate to allow this laft to be infi- 
nitely fuperior. Indeed, in the French ar- 
mies, befides a Phyfician in Chief and Con- 
fultants for Head -Quarters, there are Phy- 
ficians to every hofpital, and in fufficient 
number to do the duty. The flying hof- 
pital is always directed by one or two Phy- 
ficians, who prcfcribe for the fick in the 
firft inftance, which is fo precious and com- 
monly decifive; they direfl the fick that 
B 2 are 
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are to be brought up in the rear of the army 5 
and without ncccflity which circnmftances 
fometimes render indiipenfible, this order is 
always complied with. Surgeons and Apo- 
thecaries are provided for the flying and other 
hofpitals with the fame care, and necef faries 
of every kind are abundantly provided both 
for officers and men. The fixed hofpitals in. 
France were considerably increafed under 
Louis XIV. and have fince been daily im- 
proving. Spiritual afliftance is adminiftered 
by Chaplains*. CommiiTaries at War have 
always fuperintended the police, and Con- 
trollers have been appointed to affifl them, 
who are always to be attentive to the admi- 
niiLration of the hofpital. The hofpitals are 
fufficiently provided with Infirmiers well ac- 
cuftomed to attend the fick, who in this fitu- 
ation render fuch fervices to their fellow- 
creatures, as inftead of debafing them, ought 



* Formerly this duty was performed by Bifhops. 
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to render them more refpectable, for they 
are often obliged to fummon up all their re- 
folution to undergo the difgufts they are 
fubject to. It has never been the cuftom in 
France to take a foldier from the duty he 
inlifted for, to employ him in this domeftic 
bufinefs. It has always been thought pre- 
ferable to employ active and intelligent fer- 
vants, who by the force of habit become 
infenfibly well acquainted with their duty, 
and to be charitable and intereiled. 

From the firft inftitution of military hof- 
pitals, there were made and publifhed from 
time to time, particular ordonnances, an- 
nouncing the refpettive duties to be per- 
formed, which were augmented or explained 
as occafion required j but they were never 
collected in one body until the year 1747. 
The ordonnance or general rules for the 
military hofpitals, publifhed the firft of 
January of that year, prove to what degree 
of perfection, folidity and extent thefe efta- 

blifhments 
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blifhments had already arrived: It preferibes^ 
with as mtichjuftice as perfpicuity, what can 
and ought to be observed by every one em- 
ployed in this fervice, the leaft particular is 
both neceffary and interefting ; nothing ap- 
pears to ha ve been forgotten, and if it has been 
found neceffary fince to make corrections., 
augmentations, or indifpenfible changes; or 
even if there has been occafion for this or- 
donnance to undergo a total reform, it was 
becaufe circumftances often change the very 
nature of the beft contrived eftablifhments, 
and becaufe there are few ordonnances, 
that do not require an explication in a more 
extenfive fehfe in proportion as their opera- 
tions are more developed and ufeful ; and 
there is no arriving to any ftate of actual 
perfection but by degrees. 

Among the rules that refpect the practice 
of medicine in the military hofpitals, the 
necefiity cf two vifits per day, the order 
in which they ought to be made by the 

fame 
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fame Phyfician which muft contribute to 
their fuccefs, are laid down in the ordon- 
nance 1747, in a ftrong and laconic ftyle. 
The Phyfician is appointed in fact, as he 
ought to be, the Judge of every thing that 
concerns the health ; he regulates the diet, 
he prefcribes the medicines, and prefides 
over their preparation and administration > 
in a word, there is nothing treated of lightly 
that can and ought to enfure fuccefs to his 
care and trouble ■, every thing that can me- 
liorate thefituation of the patient, accelerate 
his convalefcence, or re-eftablifh his health, 
appears to have been equally forefeen and 
wifely provided. The vifits, dreffings, 
and operations that ought to be performed 
by the Chief Surgeon of every hofpital, are 
equally regulated with care, and difcufied 
with knowledge in this ordonnance; and 
the means to render more completely nfeful 
this art, at all times fo neceflary, but parti- 
cularly precious in armies, are there directed 

in 
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in a way eafily underltood and readily exe- 
cuted. 

It is with pain however we fee that the 
Surgeons and Apothecaries were only hired 
and if I may fo fay, they acted as people 
hired for a job ; but it is wifely regulated in 
a new ordonnance that they (hall, for the 
future, be all at the King's expence, let the 
adminiftration undergo what change it may ; 
in making likewife the pupils in furgery and 
pharmacy, independent of hire, they are 
prevented from thofe inquietudes that arife 
from an unflable fituation, by which means 
they are attached more firmly to their duty,' 
and to the maintaining of good order in the 
diftrict confided to them : This ordon- 
nance likewife extends to the Infirmiers, 
which muft produce' more certainty and re J 
gularity in the exercife of their duty. 

The ordonnance of 1747, worthy in molt 
r§fpec~te, of the higheft eulogiums, has only 

hinted 
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hinted at and recommended the necetfity of 
forming in the military hofpitals fuch efta- 
.bliihments as may tend to the advancement 
of knowledge in medicine, furgery, and 
pharmacy, and to excite an emulation among 
the faculty. 

The opening of dead bodies was freely 
permitted, and in fome cafes ordered ; the 
object of which appears to have been, that 
the Phyfician or chief Surgeon may regifter 
the caufe of death ; to inftruct the pupils 
was not actually the object : The new ordon- 
•nance particularly directs this part of in*- 
ftruction, which is eftablifhedand encouraged 
by the perfection the amphitheatres are ar- 
rived at, and the recompence that pupils in 
furgery and pharmacy find, who exert them- 
f elves ; and it likewife directs all other means 
to be ufed that appear capable of forming 
.good fubjects for the hofpital duties, which 
,aiTures its (lability, and prefages its fuccefs. 
The utility of thefe valuable eftablilhments, 
Vol. I. C wili 
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will not be confined to the military hofpitals 
only; its influence will extend in time of* 
war to the army, for fenfible and active men 
will be continually formed in thefe hofpitals, 
who will carry to the camp, the fruits of the 
wife principles they have there imbibed, arid 
the improvement in operations they have 
there learned. 

The military hofpitals are throughout 
abundantly provided with every thing ne- 
ceffaryj the wards are properly cleaned, arid 
well ventilated ; and unlefs there is a fudden 
and unforefeen augmentation of patients, every 
one has a bed to himfeJf, which has this 
double advantage, of preventing a commu- 
nication of diforders, and procuring a regu- 
larity in the fervice : To have a better idea 
of the advantage and fagacity of this inftitu- 
tion, we need only take a view of the princi- 
pal hofpital at Paris (the Hotel Dieu), where 
we ftill fometimes fee, with pain and morti- 
fication, four patients lying in the fame bed. 

Ic 
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It is in vain that complaints have been made 
for a long time, of this fhocking way of 
heaping the fick together ; the abufe conti- 
nues neverthelefs. ■■— This cuflpm appears 
in fome meafure to have become inviolable 
from long ufage, and a good intention badly 
difpenfed.* The dreadful mortality that, in 
fome circumflances, has been occafioned by 
it, has even not been fufficient to remedy it. 
However, we mail foon be able to congratu- 
late fuch as can feel for the diftrefies of 
others, on a total change of this effential 
part of the adminiftration ; each patient will 
invariably have a bed to himfelf, which will 



* There has always exiiled a fear of not having 
room enough for the fick ; and this fear feems to have 
authorised this abufe in qaeftion : It would be much 
tetter however, to receive fewer patients into the hofpi- 
tal than by heaping them one upon another, occafion 
an almoft inevitable principle of deftruftion ; for this 
reafon the Governors of the Charity ought to forefee and 
provide againft fuch accidents, in the moft rigorous 

piaimer ' C 2 prevent 
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prevent that horrible and difagreeable fir.ua^ 
tion, of lying by the fide of a dying or deac* 
body, and will prevent miftakes that now 
frequently happen of admlmftring improper 
food or medicine. 

This change fo e-fTential to the comfort 
and health of the fick, will be ah eternal 
monument raifed to the glory of the King, 
who has directed it. This aft of beneficence 
will tend to reftore, in the day of ficknefs, 
that falubrity' which appeared to be bammed 
for ever, and which is fo very efTential to the 
removal of diforders, and the perfect efta- 
blimment of health -, it wiil prevent from 
their delicate feelings, that unnecefTary dread 
of infection which often affrightens and defol- 
iates the hearts of thefe poor miferables, even- 
when it does not generate new diforders, Of 
add to the caufe of their deftruction. 

But while we are fpeaking with as much 
feeling as truth, of this necelTary, comfort- 
able, 
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jible, and long wifhed for reform, we wi*h» 
we could announce a like change, which is 
meditated, and which ought to be executed' 
in all thefe charitable houfes in the kingdom,, 
and over which the moft feeling and bene* 
ficent Monarch extends his paternal regards. 
Every thing feems to confpire to render to> 
thefe refpe&able and ufeful eftablifhments, 
liability, extent, and falubrity, which fa 
much conduce to maturate this molt im- 
portant, and probably moll nobte of all in- 
ftitutions. There is no rieceflity to enlarge: 
on the probable cqnfequences of this gene- 
rous work, which is worthy of the hi^heft 
encomiums -, or to fet forth the advantages' 
that fufferitig humanity may derive from it, 
to excite the zeal of thofe perfons who are 
obliged from their fituation to fee good order 
obferved in the military hofpitals, every- 
body feems anxious to maintain it; and from 
the general who commands to the loweft offi- 
cer that obeys, a general wifh feems to have 
taken place, to facilitate the execution of' 

ftfeh 
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fuch ordonnances as flow from the throne, 
for the comfort and prefervation of thofe 
men who devote their lives to the fervice of 
their country, in the noble and laborious 
career of arms. 

The gentlemen of the faculty who arc 
chofen and appointed by the court, to per- 
form thefe troublefome and honourable 
functions, have introduced that order and 
good underftanding that was expected from 
their zeal, good fenfe, and love of their 
duty; to be convinced of this, we need only 
take a glimpfe of the regularity that is ob- 
feryed in the military hofpitals, which in 
every refped may ferve as models. The laft 
ordonnance fecures to it its fiiperiority, by 
the improvement it recommends to all fuch 
parts of the fervice as are fufceptible of it ; 
by compleating all fuch plans as were origi- 
nally defigned j by exciting a noble and 
honeft emulation, and by encouraging every 
means that feem capable of difcovering zeal 

and talents. 

This 
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This ordonnance is a new proof of the 
humane principles that the beft of Kings 
manifefted on his advancement to the throne; 
this gracious Monarch, not content with 
amply providing for all the wants of the fick 
foldiers, extends his paternal regard even 
to the means of preventing their ficknefs; and 
by the immediate publication which he has 
Ordered of any improvement that may be 
made in the military hofpital,* in medicine, 
furgery, or pharmacy, he renders a fer- 
vice to the world at large from what was 
originally intended for the good of his 
foldiers only. 

The neceflky of forming good fubiefts, 
who can with fuccefs follow their predccef- 



* A number of the Journal of the Pra&ice of Medi- 
cine, Sec. is to be publdhed according to this ordon- 
nance, at the King's expence, every three months, 
Which is to be diftributed gratis, to the gentlemen of 
fa faculty belonging to the hofpitals and regiments. 

fors 
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4brs in the military hofpitals, and of pro- 
viding well informed phyftciaos for the army, 
t did not efcape the forefight of this good 
King. He conceived that all the learning 
-iihat is got in fchoals, and which is crowned 
with titles and dignities, is only a prtpara- 
-tionj or a neceffary ftep to the knowledge of 
-medicine, which can be acquired only at the 
bed of the Tick, under a good mailer: Such is 
the defign of thefe newly eitablifhed fchools, 
in the principal ^hofpitals, andwhofe fuccefs 
cannot be equivocal. This cftablifhment 
-adds to the refpect that the French military 
hofpitals ha T /e already acquired throughout 
Europe, for their good management, and 
the knowledge of their phyficians and fur- 
geons; and which will give the hofpital 
practice a new luftrej it is on obfervatiori 



* Schools for .the practical knowledge of medicine, 
rare ordered in the hofpitals of Strafburg, Metz, Lifie, 
Tpulon, andllrcft. 

alone 
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alone that real fcience is founded : By ne- 
glecting this practical ftudy of medicine, is 
there not reaibn to fear that many young 
phyficians fee more patients than diforders ? 
and that their knowledge of their profeflion 
is fo fuperficial as to confound effects for 
caufes ? 
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26 si Journal of ths 

6 N 
MEDICAL TOPOGRAPHY. 



A Topographical knowledge of the coun- 
try we inhabit, is effential to the Phy- 
fician who would practife his profeflion with 
fatisfa&ion and fuccefs -, he ought to know 
the quality of the air that is breathed; of the 
water that is drank, and of the food that is 
made ufe of: There' is not a fingle produdion 
in nature but he ought to be acquainted with; 
nor is there any thing that mould be indif- 
ferent to him Hippocrates has fhewn the 

example. And it is not lefs necefTary for 
him to have an exact knowledge of other 
climates, particularly when He is deftined to 
have the care of fick foldiers in the military 

or 
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pr civil hofpitals. The cuftom of removing 
troops often to diftant regions, and to fuch 
as are very different from one another in 
temperature of climate, mult influence very 
materially their constitutions. The know- 
ledge of different climates is then indifpen- 
fible to the Phyficians of the military hofpi- 
tals, that they may better underfland the 
original or acquired temperaments, and par- 
ticular difpofitions that foldiers carry from 
the country they previously inhabited; thefe 
difpofitions will be more eiTential to know, 
and more eafily difcovered, as the climates 
are more oppofite to one another. A foldier 
who has lived for a confiderable time in the 
South of France, is more fenfible to the im- 
prefHon of the cold, when he arrives at agarri- 
fon in theNorth, than one who has always lived 
in a cold or temperate climate; but even 
when he is not more affected by the cold, 
the diforders that he may be feized with, 
partake always of the conftitution he acquired 
by living in a hot country ; his fibres and 

blood 
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blood neceffarily partake of the relative qua- 
lities of the phyfical ftate of thefe climates ; 
and he ought not to be treated in the fame 
manner as a foldier who has inhabited for a 
number of years this cold or temperate cli- 
mate, although they have both the fame 
diforder; this obfervation is more particu- 
larly interefting when a foldier is directly 
marched from a hot to a cold climate, or 
vice verfa. 

£>om thefe inconteftable principles, this 
confequence naturally follows j that, except 
in cafe of abfolute necefTity, troops mould 
never change their climate but very gra- 
dually, and particularly from thofe that are 
very oppofite to one another ; but as this pre- 
caution is fometimes impracticable, Phy- 
ficians ought to have a perfect- knowledge 
of the phyfical (late of every province ; of 
the imprefTion that a fudden change of cli- 
mate may have on the conflitution ; of the 
effects that may refult from it in cafe of fick- 

nefs, 
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nefs, and of the complications that almoft 
neccffarily follow ; in fhort he ought to di- 
rect his treatment in confeq uence, and not 
generalife it too much. 

The Phyficians of the military hofbitals, 
cannot be too often invited to ftudy and 
write the topography of their provinces} by 
which means the medical geography of ail 
France may be obtained, which will be of 
the greateft utility in the treatment of the 
fick j and not only that, but it may be fre- 
quently the means of preventing diforders, 
by rendering more wholefome, noxious pla- 
ces ; or by rectifying any ancient abufes, and 
by wife and decided obfervations confirm 
thefe means -, to this effect is the memoir of 
M. Lurde, on the fituation, air and water 
of the city of Auch ; and likewife. that of M. 
Read, which he has written of Havre de 
Grace, where he was fent by government to 
difcover the caufe of the unhealthinefs of 
that Canton. I will not anticipate this very 

concluMve 
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concluiive memoir he has given, as it wiij 
be published entire ; it does him credit as a 
ftiaji of feeling, fjpirit, and abilities, 
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MEMOIR 

ON THE 

Situation, Air, and Water, of the 
City of A U C H. 

By M. L U R D E, 



T J H E different afpefts of the fun 3 air, 
and food, have fo powerful an in- 
fluence on the health, that all the Phyficians 
who have made the diforders peculiar to 
certain climates their ftudy, have attributed 
their caufes to fome of thefc fources ■, it is to 
imitate them that I have given a fketch of 
the fituation of the City of Auch ; the qua- 
lities of its air, and of the nature of the folic! 
and liquid food that its inhabitants make 

ufe of. 

Ther^ 
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There are three hills which run in a di- 
rection from Weft to North- Eaft, where the.y 
terminate by a rapid defcent in a valley, 
through which runs the river Gers from 
South to North ; on the center hill is fituated 
the City of Auch, the capital of Armagnac. 

Its extent is greateft on the Eaft and 
South fides; it has an amphitheatre like ap- 
pearance) in which the houfes are feparated 
by avenues of trees arid terraces ; this City 
being expofed to every wind, cannot retain 
any health deftro^ing atom's, or dangerous 
miafms, if the Police be the leaft careful ;• 
but a defect in this and other particular cir- 
cumftances, have fometimes occafioned epi- 
demical difordersi among others, the hoop- 
ing cough, dyfentery, and {mail pox. 

This City is diftinguimed into the upper 
and lower ; and although its extent be not 
very great, the air that is breathed in thefe 
two quarters is extremely different ; that of 

the 
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tfce upper city is (harp and fubtle, and inju- 
rious to people of delicate lungs. Pulmo- 
nary Phtifics are there more common ; fome 
years fince 1 faw a refpectable family, the fa- 
ther and mother of which were perfectly 
healthy, entirely cut off by it ; confuting 
of three ions and two daughters. A lady 
die a victim to it from her zeal that attach- 
ed her day and night to her hufband. A 
domeftic who attended fick in this difor- 
der, and a cook in the fame houfe, who 
generally carried them their foup, they were 
both about forty-five years of age, fuffered 
the fame fatality : This is not all, the fon 
and daughter of a domeftic died a little 
while after of the fame diforder ; they had 
nothing at all to do with the fick ; they only 
wore fome of their cloaths. Is there not a 
great rcfemblance between the Pulmonary 
Phtific and the Glanders ? Grooms look up- 
on this diforder to be very infectious, fo 
jnuch fo, that they burn the mangers, and 
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every thing that has been ufed by the infect- 
ed horfes; for the fame reafon, in fome 
countries, all the cloaths of the perfonS 
that have died of the consumption art- 
burnt. 

The air of the lower city is thick, hu- 
mid, and foggy, from the proximity of 
the river that furrounds its walls, and 
which by over-flowing its banks inundates 
the Itreets and houfes that are by it j this 
inconvenience may be eafily obviated by 
ftraitening, if I may fo call it, the 
courfe of the river, whofe circuitous 
rout, impedes the defcent of the wa- 
ter. The humidity that refults from it 
occafions fluxions on the teeth, throat, and 
ears; but as arecompence for this we fee a 
greater proportion of old people in this 
quarter : Is it not probable that this humid 
air moderates the progrefs of aridity which 

cha- 



Practice of Medicine, &c. 35 

charadterifes old age and occafions its de- 
struction ? 

The barracks for the foMiers are very 
"badly fituated ; they are built on a low and 
confined place, and it is fcarcely credible 
that the refidence of the mofl ufeful fubje&s. 
of the ftate fhould be fixed on, in a large 
builcjing, that was formerly inhabited by a 
community of Friars, but which they were 
obliged to abandon, on account of its un- 
healthinefs. This building is feparated 
from the neighbouring houfes on the right 
and left by a narrow ftreet ; its rear which 
fronts the Norths is prevented from enjoy- 
ing any frefh air by a hills its front, which 
faces the South ; is fituated in a cut dejdc, 
which ought to be widened to give the air 
a freer accefs ; the ground floor is extremely 
damp, on account of its being lower than 
the court yard, but which may be eafily re- 
medied. Notwithstanding thefe barracks are 
E 2 fo 
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fo very unfavourably fituated, it cannot be 
faid the Soldiers experience any very ferious 
diforder from it; but I believe the exercifes 
they are obliged to perform, which keeps 
them one half of their time out of doors, 
contribute not a little to preferve their 
health. 

The Hofpital, on the contrary, is fitua- 
ted in a moft excellent pofition, in the fu- 
burbs of the city, and although it be not far 
from the river, its proximity does not in- 
jure the falubrity of its fituation : A court- 
yard and an extenfive garden afford a walk 
for the convalescents. 

This building is large and ftands by it- 

felf ; it contains four large wards, for the 

fick of both fexes, which are well aired on 
account of the windows being large, and, 

.placed opposite to one another, which face 

the North and South. 
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The People neither drink beer or cyder j 
the wine here does not exceed two coppers 
a pint. 

Fountain Water is moft generally ufed ; 
there are feveral fprings in the neighbour- 
hood of the city ; the moft plentiful is that 
called St. Peter, which would be very heal- 
thy, if the great rains did not fometimes 
make it muddy, which is occafioned by its 
canals running too near the furface of the 
earth ; this fpring is too low to be conveyed 
to the upper city, but we hope there will 
foon be conducted to it a fpring that rifes on 
an height, which is not more than a quarter 
of a league off: This was a defign of the late 
M. d'Eftigny, Intendant of this diftri<5b. M, 
de la Boulaye, our prefent Intendant, who 
is equally folicitous for the public good, is 
now about to undertake it ; it will likewife 
be a great refource in. cafe of fire. 

Although the city of Auch, which is in 

Lon. 
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I.on. 1 8. 40. and in Lat. 43. 37. be fi ma- 
ted -in a temperate climate, we nevertheleis 
experience in the Dog Days excefiive heats. 
The Spring is of very fhort duration ; the 
heat of Summer abruptly fuceeeds the cold 
of Winter; the fcafon that continues longeit 
and is mod agreeable is Autumn. 

The foil furnifhes very abundantly every 
neceffary of life, except for faft days ; but 
we frequently get fea fifh, and the ponds 
of Armagnae furnifh a great many Tench, 
Carp and Pike. 

The wine here is not very ftrong, or very 
delicious; but the better fort of people have 
their tables furniihed with Chaloffe, Bour- 
deaux, Beam, and Spanifh wines, which are 
procured about three leagues off. 

The Peafants eat bread made of wheat, 
mixed with barley and rye ; but their more 
common food is Sepan, or mum made of In- 
dian 
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4ian meal, or the large Millet feed; they 
■fometimes likewife make bread of thefe lafl; 
they may have great plenty of vegetables 
and fiuits. 

Every wind that blows is perceived here 
by turns ; the North wind brings fair wea- 
ther, cold and froft; the Weil wind com- 
monly brings rain ; the Kaft and South 
winds produce the fame effect, and are called 
by the country people the winds of Autan. 
They are hot, muggy, and weakening; be- 
caufe they relax the folids ; they make the 
Mercury in the Barometer defcend very ra- 
pidly, and the more inftantaneous their 
changes are, the more we are fenfibly affect- 
ed. 

The Autan wind blows very commonly 
in the morning, and in its pafTage over the 
Pyrenean mountains frequently is encounter- 
ed by a Weft wind, which is generally vic- 
torious, the confequence of which is a vio- 
lent 
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lent tempeft over our heads; if the wina 
happens to fhift about again immediately to 
the Eaft and South, a new tempeft is pro* 
duced; thefe changes fometimes happen two 
or three times a day. 

The foil of this province being rather dry> 
its productions require to be frequently wa- 
tered ; the ftorms are almofb the only occa- 
fion of rain towards the latter end of Spring, 
and during the Summer; but the hail that 
frequently accompanies them, makes us pay 
very dear for the advantages we derive from 
them. 

It refults from what has been faid, that the 
people in eafy circumftances live in abun-* 
dance, and enjoy a health) food, but the 
poorer fort of people eat great quantities of 
herbs and fruits, and often of fuch fort as are 
not very wholefomej particularly when the 
hail, this dreadful fcourge of the country, 
prevents their making a good choice. 

fROKl 
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From all thefe circumftances taken to- 
gether, the iaha'bitants of this country are 
fubjecl: to rheums, rheumatic pains, difTen- 
teries, diarrhoeas, to intermitting, putrid, 
and worm fevers ; pleurifies, and peripneu- 
rnonies have be?n remarked to be feldom 
primary difeafes, but are almoft ahvays 
fymptomatic of thefe other fevers. 



OBSERVATION 



V 



4 2 Journal of the 

OBSERVATION 

O N A 

Putrid, Gangrenous Fever, 
cured by fixed Air. 

By M. Euftache, and M. Guillaum. 



mmmtacm 



r\AVENCOURT, a foldier in the re- 
giment of Royal Comtois, was admit- 
ted into the military hofpital of Conde the 
firft of September, 1780, having all the 
fymptoms that characterize putrid fevers o£ 
the moll malignant kind ; fuch as debility, 
proftration of ftrength, a lmall pulfe, foetid 
breath, naufea, &c. An ample evacuation 
of corrupted bilious matter, procured bf 
an emetic draught, did not in the lead di- 
ininifh the intenfity of his fymptoms. The 
6:h, his head became painful, his tongue 
was diy and rough, in confequence of which 

a blifter 
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abetter plaifter was applied to the nape of 
his neck, and an antifceptic draught was 
prefcribed for him j the blifter difcharged 
but li r tle, the 10th two more were applied 
to the calves of his legs, their effect was 
not more beneficial, though aided by the 
antifceptic draughts and fome wine. We 
endeavoured in vain to procure evacuations 
by ftool, nothing fucceeded with him, he 
became emaciated, with an entire lofs of 
ftrength, and began to emit a cadaverous 
effluvium ; this continued to be the filia- 
tion of this unhappy patient till the 20th of 
October j his back, loins, and buttocks 
were entirely excoriated, but without any 
fuppuration, his flefh was of a brown colour, 
and feveral times very deep ifchars were 
formed, which indicated a gangrene of bad 
omen ; and as an increafe to his diftreffed 
fituation on the firft of that month came on 
a lax, which threatened a fpeedy relief in 
death. The decottum Jacrum of Fuller, the 
antifceptic draught, the camphorated bolus, 
F 1 tnc 
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the mineral lemonade were all tried without 
any effect; we viewed Davcncourt as a victim 
that death was facrificing by inches. The 
9th of November the lax diminiihed, but 
the putrefaction continued with eo^ial pro- 
grefs, the patient at this time lofc five of 
his jaw teeth ; the infected gums communi- 
cated their corruption to the alveolar procef- 
fes of the os maxilaris, which w.;s in fome 
places actually decayed ; his mouth was in 
fuch a deplorable fituation that it was with 
the greateft difficulty he fwallowed any 
thing. 

All the remedies that had been hitherto. 
ufed, though perfectly indicate.}, producing 
no effe£t, we determined to try jthe fixed 
air. The patient, exhamTed by the length 
of his cliforder, and tired with taking fo 
much medicine, refufed to take any more; 
however, from our preffiijtg intreaties he con- 
fented ; we gave him the fixed air in draughts 
and glifters, and the fores were dreffed with 

linen 
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linen cloths wetted with brandy and water; 
and then he was immediately held over a 
vefild in which were chalk and vitriolic acid 
in efferveffence. The firft draught was com- 
pofed of fa!, tarrari and two ounces of com- 
mon water ; the fecond of two ounces of 
common w.iter and en >qgh vitriolic acid to 
make it agreeable. Tke patient (wallowed 
thefe draughts fucceffively. which were re- 
peated five times in twenty-four hours, and 
during this time two gliders of fkeJ air 
were administered, by means of a bladder 
which was filled and injected into the rec- 
tum, 

Davencourt foon experienced the good 
effects of a remedy, for which he had mj,- 
nifeMed fuch antipathy. The fores occa- 
sioned by the blifters and the excoriations 
on his back began to fuppurate and to heal 
every day, the parrs of his jaw the putre- 
faction had injured, likewife put on a becter 
appearance j he gradually recoverd his 

ftrength; 
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ftrength by the ufe of the draughts, glif\ 
ters, and the external application of the fixed 
air. The patient continued the ufe of thefe 
remedies from the icithof November to the 
7th of December -, he likewife took a 
ftrengthening draught, and fometimes fome 
hartfhorn jelly, rendered agreeable with 
lemon juice, or with white wine and cinna- 
mon. The patient, if we may fo fay, was 
raifed from the dead, he began to have an 
appetite, which he fatisfied very fparingly, 
till by degrees his ftomach acquired ftrength; 
the 6th of January we gave him a ftrength- 
enino- bolus compofed of fifteen grains of 
theriaca diatefTeron, and of fifteen grains of 
the aqueous extract of bark. By thefe means 
he recovered his ftrength and flefh; to cleanfe 
his fkin he bathed twice, and was in every 
refpecl a convalefcent ; he was now making 
preparations to rejoin his regiment, when on 
the 20th of February, he was attacked with 
a complaint in his throat, but which was 
removed by antiphlogiftics and a purge.:- 

The 
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The 27th of the fame month he was again 
convalefcent, and on the 5 th of March he 
left the hofpital for his garrifon in a 
good ftate of health. 



REMARKS. 

WE very feldom fee, except in the army, 
and the hofpitals belonging to it, putrid dis- 
orders continue folong or attended with fuch 
dreadful circumftances. 

It appears in the above cafe, that nature, 
by determining to the fkin the gangrenous 
juices that opprefTed her, and by exciting a 
bilious laxnefs, procured a fortunate crifis, 
although long and difficult, which reduced the 
patient to the brink of deflruclion ; but fhe 
required the ailiftance of art to circum- 
fcribe the external putrefaction, and to vi- 
vify thofe organs, that in fome meafure had 

loft 



48 A journal of the 

loft their tone. The frfc«d air prodttegd 
double effect and acCOmjJlifhed th- 
of nature, that of combining iifelf with the 
degenerated juices, on the one hand, and 
on the other, that of giving to the enfeebled 
jfolids a tone fuificient to furmaunt the effect 
of thefe putrid exhalations. This remedy 
has been a' ready tried in England with fome 
fuccefs, and its qualities have been juftly 
vahitd by our beft Chymifis ; but to reap 
all the advantages that it feems to promife, 
it is to be wifhed that W€ might have other 
bbfervations as conclufive as this is ■, for we 
cannot properly pronounce the merit of this 
new remedy until it L..3 been fepealt 
triedi 



OBSERVATION 
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OBSERVATION 

ON THE 
HYDROPHOBIA. 

JBy M. UEpecq de la Cloture. 



THE 8th November, 178 1, Rofignol, 
a foldier of the regiment of Boulonois, 
between nineteen and twenty years of age, 
was fent to the hofpital of Rouen, for a 
catarhal fever, as his billet of admiffion 
mentioned. He faid, that being on duty, 
he was feized v/ith a violent fhivering, a 
head-ach, and a fort of ftrangling in his 
throat. Wh„n he firlt came to the hofpital 
his face was blue, his cheeks drawn back, 
his pulfe concentrated, and rather febrile, 
his refpiration interrupted, and he had 
■much difficulty in fwallowing, as when a fere 
G throaf 
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throat that has been negleclcd, tends to 
gangrene. 

He was bled on his firft arrival at the hof- 
pitalj but it increafed his complaint, and 
ted to diminifh his vis vit<x>. I ordered 
him the next day an infufion of cafTia and 
glyfters ; but as he had an extreme diffi- 
culty in fwallowingj the Religious thought 
proper to give him a grain of tartar emetic 
difTolved in fix fpoonfuls of Water, which 
had a moil aftonifhing effect. ; the patient 
vomited feven or eight times, a flimy bilious 
matter, and towards the end a very remark- 
s' !e atrabilious matter ; this vomiting was 
followed by twelve o^ fifteen ftools, of the 
fame quality : Towards the evening he was 
moft Violently convulfcd, which continued 
all night, it required eight men to hold him. 
ng this time he gave unequivocal figns 
of madnefs, he difcharged from his moutji 
a good deal of frothy faliva, and frequently 
fpij m the faces of the affiilants a fort of black 

biliQu* 
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bilious ferum ; with which his bedcloaths 
were covered : Towards morning he fainted 
and then became tranquil and fenfible, and 
b-gged pardon of his comrades, * and died 
about five o'clock in the morning, thirty-fix 
hours after his arrival at the hofpital. 

Having particularly enquired into the fi- 
tuation of this man from his firil coming in- 
to the hofpital, I found that he continued 
to drink till three o'clock in the afternoon, 
at this time he abfolucely refufed any kind 
of liquid, afterwards he fwallowed a little 
ptifan with the utmou difficulty, during 
fome moments of interval ; for fome mo- 
ments he feemed to be in the greateft terror, 
particularly for dogs, which feemed to be 

■ ■ VTiWtrM* \im 1 

* It will probably appear extraordinary, that this 
pian did not attempt to bite any of the byftanders ; but' 
there are inflances of people in the hydrophobia, who. 
did not bite or attempt to bite any perfon. 

G 2 conftantly 
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conftantly before his eyes ; and fometimes 
he fpoke of fpirits that appeared to him. I 
farther learned from his comrades, that 
fome weeks before, he was bitten in his un- 
der lip by a mad dog. 

I proceeded to have his body opened by 
M. Couraut, a Surgeon at Rouan, and we 
found on the right fide of the under lip, at 
about an inch from its upper edge, a fu- 
perficial hard ciccatrix, which being a little 
inflamed plainly indicated the place that was 
bitten. 

The lips were of a deep violet colour, 
the membrane that lines the mouth, and the 
fchneider membrane, had both the appear-* 
ance of the higheft inflammation. 

The left tonfil contained a few drops of 
pus, the right was fcarcely tumified, and 
had not the leafl appearance of fup- 

puration, 
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puration, the uvula was very much con- 
traded. 

The glandule morgani were fwelled in- 
flamed, and of a violet colour. On 
examining the larynx we found a vt y 
fmall quantity of frothy faliva, but the in- 
terior part of the trachea arleria was very 
much inflamed, particularly the interannu- 
lar membrane, and more efpecially that part 
that was neareft the lungs, which were a 
little choaked up. The pharynx was very 
much inflamed and of a violet colour -, we 
obferved feveral gangrenous foots in it; the 
afophagus did not appear to have fuffered ; 
but the ftomach contained a good deal of 
air, a fmall quantity of gaftric juice, and a 
very little bile ; its villous coat was confider- 
ably hardned, and its rugce, or folds, were 
likewife harder and more refilling than in 
its natural Hate ; all this vifcera, appeared 
to have fuffered much inflammation which 

kerned 
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i'eemed to be particularly directed towards 
the cardiac orifice, 

I had now learned that feveral foldiers 
had been bitten by the fame dog, whilft 
doing their exercife, of which I informed 

.the Major of the Boulonois regiment, who 
immediately ordered all the dog? in the 
neighbourhood to be killed, and went myfelf 
to the barracks to be certain of the facl, and 
to find out the men that had been bitten ; 
I was there informed that the dog had been 

; fhut up with a large cat to make them fight, 
and that the dog had killed the cat, and being 
very enraged, he left the place of combat, 
and attacked the regiment which was drawn 
up on the parade, without regarding their 

-bayonets or the many firokes he received* 

M. de Crosne, Intendant of Rouan, was 
as zealous and expeditious as poflible, in en- 
deavouring to prevent further accidents to 
\he rroops, and in fending to the hofpital to 

be 
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be properly treated, fuch of the men as had 
been bitten. The Surgeon of the Boulonois 
regiment fent to me in confequence, a fol- 
dier by the name of Naiffe^ who was bitten 
on his right wrift ; I obferved the fear was 
become of a lead colour,' which was a bad 
prognoflic, and which confirmed me frill 
more that the dog was certainly mad, and 
of courfe that fomething ought to be imme- 
diately done for him. But as the death of 
Rofignol did not leave a fingle doubt about 
the caufe of it, I infifted that all who had 
been bitten by the dog mould be immedi- 
ately fent to the hofpital. On the 17th in 
fhe evening, came two other foldiers by the 
names of Beam and Bcaucroft, who, as 
well as Naiffel, were young recruits. Naif- 
fel, as I have already faid, received his bite 
in the naked wrift, Beam in his right thigh, 
through his breeches, and Eeaucroft in his 
belly, through his fhirt." The Intendant: 
having ordered a particular treatment for 

thefe 
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thefe men, they were placed in a room by' 
themfelves^g and I began to prefcribe for 
them a^Ell'ows, under the infpection of 
M. Thouret, Doctor Regent of the faculty 
of Medicine at Paris, and Member of the 
Royal Society, who happened to be at this 
time at Rouan. I could not have chofen a 
more faithful wllnefs, a betrer inftrueted 
co-operator, or a more intelligent judge. 

On the firft day I applied a large and very 
ftrdrig bliftcr plaifter to the fears, on each 
of which plainly appeared the marks o- the 
dog's fore teeth, and ordered them glyftcrs 
and a plentiful ptifan, and they were con- 
fined to a diet. 

On the fecond day fcariBcations were made 
On the wounds, which were then dreifed with 
mercurial ointment, mixed with bliiler 
ointment, at the fame time a dofe of cobbs, 
or ronqu'n remedy was adminiflered, with 
the addition of camphire j the chii d and 

fourth. 
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fourth day the fame remedies were continued* 
and mercurial frictions were v/d.l applied to 
the edo-es of the wounds : on the feventh 
tiay they took the lift dofe of the tonquii* 
remedy. 

The epidermis being raifed on the fecond 
day, difcovered very plainly the traces of the 
dog's teeth in N aiffd's wrift, the holes had 
a blackilh bruifed appearance. Neither of 
the patients was falivated, I do not know if 
the muik prevented it; they all rendered a 
great deal of urine, and on the firft days 
they fweated copioufly, but neverthelefs had 
a good appetite j the wounds were kept in a 
ftate of fuppuration for more than a month, 
and on the 24th of December, they wers 
difmifL'd the hofpital, without having expe- 
rienced the lead fymptom of hydrophia, 
they had only fame flight febrile com* 
plaints, 

Vol. L H RgMJRKS.' 
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REMARKS. 

THIS obfervation is a very important 
one by itfelf j bur. it is ftill more fo, from 
the defire it creates to know if the dog that 
bit the four folJiers, one of whom died of 
the hydrophobia, contracted the diforder 
from a bke he had received from fome other 
a: imal, or if it fpontaneouQy refill ted. from 
h's having been a long time fhut up with a 
cat, on purpofe to irritate him and make 
him fight. If an exccffive imitation can pro- 
d ice in a dog this diforder, it warns us of 
tht danger there is in this kind of amufe- 
ment, and how much we ought to be on 
2;uard againft irritated animals.* If the 
dog was bitten by fome other animal, we' 



* M. Ponteau relates the hiftory of a man, who in a 
violent fit of anger bit another man, who became mad- 
an J iikewife of a gamefter, who had been at play, and 
having loft his all, bit his own hand in a fit of defpair, 
and died mad. 

cannot 
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•Tennot but blame the negligence of thofe 
who knew the fadl; in either cafe, it is very 
extraordinary, that not the leaft precaution 
was taken, or intended to be taken, until the 
unhappy death of the firft foldier. The atten- 
tion and zeal employed by M. l'Epecq de la 
Cloture, in determining on the proper mode 
of treating thefe foldiers, will not be furpri- 
fingto any that know him. The manner in 
which he proceeded is nearly the fame as that 
made ufe of by the Committee of the Royal 
Society of Medicine at Senlis, in 1780,* 
where they were fent for a fimilar accident, 
which was as happily terminated. M. 
Thouret, who was prefent at the treatment 
of thefe foldiers at Rouen, was a moll ufe- 
ful afibciate to M. l'Epicq de la Cloture, as 

■ ■■ mm — ■ aa— j— 11 ' ■■ 

* See the hiftory of the treatment of fifteen perfons 
bit by a mad dog at Senlis, pu'olifhed as a Supplement 
to observations and enquiries on the hydrophobia. By 
M. Andry, chez Didot le jeune, quai des Aaguftins. 

H 2 he 
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he was one of the delegates fetlt to Senlis by- 
government, and had there fa fatisfactorily 
executed the object of his million ; he had 
befides a perfect knowledge oFall the infor- 
mation that his companions had derived on 
this important fubje<ftj and as his opinion fo 
exactly coincided with that of M l'Epecq,. 
it could not but increafe the confidence fo 
juftly due to this learned Phyfician. The 
event has juftined this double opinion, and 
the three lbldiers have been preferved from 
this terrible diforder, from which they would 
not probably have efcaped, if thefe gentle- 
men had not profited In time of the dreadful 
effects it had alrea.ly produced. The laying 
the wounds bare, and then fcarifying them, 
anfwered the end of the burning fo much 
recommended by all Authors, and admitted 
the immediate application of mercurial re- 
medies, whofe efficacy is no more doubted. 
Thefe topical remedies, to which M. 1 Epecq 
de la Cloture, added the tonquin or cobbs 

powder, 



Traffics of Medicine, &c, %m 

powder,* could not but increafe its efficacy, 
and render the cure more certain; and we» 
fince learn with peculiar pleafure, that thtfe 
men continue dill to enjoy perfect health. 

The opening of the foldier that died, ex- 
hibited the lucceffive progrefs of the inflam- 
mation from all parts of the mouth, trachea, 
arteria, and afophagus to the ftomach; the 
gangrenous.traces that followed were equal : y 
vifible, which teach us how very effential it 
is to attack this terrible diforder in its ii> 
fancy. 



# This powder is compofed of 16 grains of mufk, 20 
grains of artificial cimabar, and an equal quantity of 
native cimabar, which are to be mixed together, and 
taken either in a glafs of brandy, or made up into a 
bolus either with honey or fyrup : It is faid that about 
three hours after it is taken, it produces a calm fleep, 
and a plentiful perfpiration. The dofe is to be rcpea ,te4 
according to the effect it produces, and the urgency of 
the fymptoms, 

Although 
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Althouch a falivation does not always, 
rcfult from a mercurial courfe, we ought not 
to think it ufelefs ; the difcharge by urine, 
byperfpiration, and other gentle evacuations, 
operate more advantageously, probably, than 
a falivation could do, as happened in the 
prefent cafe. But it is neceiTary to continue 
for a long time, as M. 1'Epecq de la CJotu/e 
has done, the ufe of dcterfive remedies to 
the wounds, and not to pronounce the pa- 
tients cured until the ciccatrix be firm and 
«?f a good colour. 



A NEW" 
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ANEW 
k E M E D X 

FOR THE 

ITCH* 



TH E Itch is a diforder of the fkin; its 
feat is in the febaceous glands, and in 
the little excretory veffels of this organ; it 
is fometimes produced from a vitiated ftate 
of the fluids, and an acrimony of the lymphj 
Which by irritating the nerves of the fkin, 
excite an infufferable itching, which is fol- 
lowed by fmall puftules more or lefs inclin- 
able to fuppuration j often it is derived from 
an immediate contact widi a perfon that has 
the diforder, or from his linen or other 
cloaths. The neceffity of remedying the 
vitiated ftate of the fluids, and the internal 
caufe of this diforder, before any external ap- 
plications 



($4 A Journal of the 

plications are ufed, muft be obvious to every 
one ; by neglecting this precaution, a con- 
tinual re-production of the itch is the leafl: 
inconvenience to be dreaded from it ; a re- 
percuflion of this vitiated matter into the 
mafs, may be attended with the mod ferious 
confequencts ; it expofes the vifcera to the 
moil acute diforders, and when that is the 
cafe, the medicines that will drive the difor- 
der to the fkin again, are frequently the only 
ones that are of the lead uie. 

The effects of fuch remedies as are effen- 
tially repellents, are always to be dreaded in 
tl e treatment of this diforder j fuch as com- 
bine with the itchy humour, or fuch as by 
exciting on the fkin a flight irritation, attract: 
this humour there, ought on the contrary 
to be fought for and preferred, as they are 
the only ones that are not dangerous. 

The mofl common kind of itch in armies* 
is that which is derived from contagion j 

which 
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^hich is frequently renewed by recruits ; 
however this caufe may be prevented, by 
not fuffering the new comers to intermingle 
with other foldiers, until they have been 
examined and cured ; but the necefTity of 
teaching the recruits their exercife, and the 
inclination of participating the recruiting 
money, induce fome of the old foldiers who 
have not much delicacy, to frequent the 
company of their new comrades, by which 
means the diforder acquires a new circula- 
tion. 

The lead wort* acts from a cauftic and 
ftimulating principle, that produces on the 
papilla of the (kin a flight inflammation, 



* La Dentelaire : Dentellaria Rondelifit (I, B. if. 
490.) : Lepidium Dentillaria di&um (C. B. pin. gj) : 
Plumbago quorumdam (Clus. Hiltor. cxxiii) : Plumbago 
Europea Linnei. It is called by the country people, 
Herbo Enrabiado, and Herbo de Rafquas, or Herbe de 
la Teigne. (Garidel, page 368.) 
Vol. I. I which 
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which prevents a repercufilon of the hu- 
mours, and occanons a necelTarv fuppura- 
tion which is in a very fnort time drieJ up. 

This remedy was fent to the Royal So- 
ciety of Medicine, by M. Saumiere, M. D. 
pf Marignan in Provence, and gamed the 
prize which that Society hact .propofed for rhe 
bed method that would immediately and 
fafely cure the itch, that is contracted by 
communication fo frequently in barracks, 
workhoufes, hofpitals, and prifons. Al- 
though the memoir prefer) ted by M. Sau- 
miere, was accompanied with experiments 
accurately made, they were neverthelefs re- 
peated by a Committee the Society chofe for 
the purpofe ; and M. Halle, one of the 
Committee, Doctor Regent of the Faculty 
of Medicine at Paris, has digefted the pro- 
ceedings : We mail give an extract of his. 
memoir, which is made with as much know- 
ledge as care, and with the greatefl impar- 
tiality. 

* The 
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€t The manner of preparing this remedy,. 
cc fays M. Saumiere, is to bruife in a marble 
fc mortar, two or three good handfuls of the 
tc root of lead wort, encreafing the quantity 
" in winter; fome people add a fpoonful of 
fc fait j then pour on the pounded root at 
il leait a pint of boiling olive oil, then mix 
<c them well together for three or four mi- 
tf miles 3 the whole is then to be poured on 
<c linen cloth, and when all the oil be run 
(< off, the cloth mult be well plreffed ; a part 
<c of thefe roots only is to remain in the 
Xi cloth, which muft be tied in a knob. 

« f The way of ufing it is to dip the knoll 
Cf of roots into the exprefted oil, made very 
tc hot, and ftirred up from the bottom, and 
" then rub the furface of the body all over 
r: with it ; it is neceflary to rub pretty hard, 
tc and the oil ought always to be very hot ; 
'* thefe frictions are to be repeated every 
" two hours as long as there is any appcar- 
" ance of the itch : The firfl: friction ge^ 
I 2 " nerally 
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t: nerally draws out all the itch that is con- 

" cealed under the fkin, and encreafes the 

<c pricking and itching, which the following 

rt frictions will certainly remove ; the puf- 

<* rules then immediately begin to dry, the 

" fcales fall off, and the itchy humour is re- 

" moved ; commonly three or four friction* 

ft produce a cure/* 

To confirm, by experiments, the effedl of 
the lead wort announced by M. Saumiere, 
and whofe memoir exactly fulfilled all the 
conditions of the prize ; the Committee 
tried it on nine children in the hofpital of 
la Pitie 9 who had recently contracted, the 
itch, but fe /eral of them had had it before $ 
thefe experiments were made in the prefence 
of the principal furgeons of that hofpital. 

All the patients j fays M. Halle, were per- 
fectly cured. 



Tbe 
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The effetl of the frictions .was generally to 
raife on the fkin the itchy pimples, and then 
dry them up. 

This effetl and all that could have been ex- 
pected from this remedy, were produced in f even y 
eight, or ten friclions. 

What appeared to have efcaped the frictions*, 
being left to nature, dif appeared of itf elf , with- 
out any other application. 

This treatment did not occafion in the health 
$r ccnfiitution, any fenfible alteration. 

In fine, it is now f even months fence the pa- 
tients were cured, and they have continued well 
ever fence. 

It follows then from thefe experiments, that 
the lead wort has cured, that it has immediately 
cured, that it has cured without repulfeon, and 
in fine, that it has cured without the affiftance 
if any cthir remedy. 

Th* 
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The dentilaire grows naturally and with- 
out cultivation, in the Southern parts of the 
kingdom, particularly in Provence \ it ought 
to have of courfe more virtue in this coun- 
try, than in the Northern parts of the king- 
dom, where it is raifed with much difficulty 
by cultivation. For this reafoii it would be 
better to procure it frond the country where 
it is a native j but when this cannot be con- 
veniently done, may we not fubftitutc for it, 
with the fame preparation, the cUmdtiHs\ or 
the herb aux g'ieiix, whofe pungency and ef- 
i.Jts r:femble the lead wort very much ? 
Ir is experience alone that can decide this 
ma'tcr, fays M. Halle> and the virtues of 
afpiiodele, mud lik'ewife wait for the 
fn ne decifion, which is prbpofed by M. San- 
mier, as being more mild than the lead wort ; 
but this aiTertion is not fupported by any 
thing but mere conjectures ;' therefore Mi 
Halle concludes, 

tt>d 
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That the lead wort, prepared as above, cures 
decidedly the help, 

That it has an evident manner of atlir.g, 
and exempt from ihe dangers of repercuffion. 

That all the inconveniences that are attri- 
buted to it, are irritations purely local, which 
are more or lefs fevere, acco, ding to the manner 
if preparing the roots. 

Which irritations may be confiderably di- 
minished without injuring the efficacy of the re- 
medy. 

That in common cafes, where the itch is re- 
tently contracted, and not complicated with any 
ether diforder, it cures without any internal 
preparation, and feoner than any other hie wk 
remedy. 

That in the mofl difficult cafes, (with tefpetf 
to the age, firength, and delicacy of the patier\ 

to 
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to the degree and obflinacy of the difordcr, to 
the nature of the accidents that may unexpectedly 
happen, and proportioning to theje circumftan- 
fiances, the force, number and intervals of the 
fridlions, fufpending or discontinuing in time its 
application ; varying even the preparation ac- 
cording to the cafe>) this remedy may be atten- 
ded with great advantage, as it is lefs dange- 
rous than mercury, lefs difagreeable than Jul- 
phur, and its Juccejs equal to any known re- 
medy. 

We have faithfully extracted from this 
excellent memoir of M. Halle,* what ap- 
peared to us efTential to give a juft idea of 
this remedy and its effects ; at the fame time 



* This memoir is entitled, Detail des Experiences 

faites par Meffrs. de Juflieu, de Lalouette, Janroy et 

Kalle, Commiflaires nommes par la Societe Royale dc 

Medicine de Paris pour, determiner les proprietes & les 

teffets de la racine de Dentelaire, dans le traitement de 

]a Gall. It was printed at the prefs of Monfieur. in 

1781. 

it 
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it ought to induce the more fenfible of 
the profefiion to continue the experiments 
further. 

If, as there is reafon to expect, new trials 
mould confirm more pofitively, thofe that 
have already been made, and which have 
fince been repeated with fuccefs, if they 
tend to throw more light on this diforder 
and on the manner of treating it, and if 
the method propofed can be rendered more 
gentle and more certain ; if in ihort, we dif- 
cover more of the effects of the clematitis, 
which is fo well known through all France, 
we mall have at length difcovered the long 
fought for means of curing a diforder that 
fo often affects the foldiers, and encreafes 
the expence of the hofpitals ; and we owe 
this important difcovery to a refpeclable 
military officer, who propofed and gave the 
prize that the Royal Society of Medicine 
adjudged to M. Sumaire, which does honour 
both to the giver and receiver of it. 
Vol. I. K OBSER. 
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OBSERVATION 

O N A 

SCORBUTICAL AFFECTION, 

Cured by the ufe of S O R R E L, by 
M. R A M B A U D. 



c 



iLAUDE PARENTIE, a foldier of the 
regiment of Chartres, was young, and 
appeared to have been robuft and of a good 
chnftitution, was received into the military 
hofpitalof Sedan, the 7th April, 1778. His 
complexion was of a lead colour, the whites 
of his eyes had loft their brightnefs, his gums 
were fwelied, livid and foft, there was a con- 
siderable cchymofis on his legs and thighs* 
he complained of laflinude, dejedtion, and a 
general lofs of ftrength ; in ihort, he had 

almeifc 
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almoft all the fymptoms that characterife a 
fcorbutic affection. 

He was ordered for common drink a 
ptifan of the wild horfe radifh root, and to 
life as gargle a decoction of fage, vinegar, 
fpjrit of fcurvy grafs, and honey j the echy- 
mofed parts were fomented with camphor.? 
ated fpirit of wine, and he took at the fame 
time the following tincture, which I have 
ufed in fimilar cafes with fuccefs. 

Take a pound of frefli wild horfe radifh 
roots, bruife them in a marble mortar, and 
pour on them by degrees four pints of ftrong 
vinegar, which muft be expofed to the fun 
for fifteen days in a veffel well clofed -, then 
add of the leaves of water creffes, beca- 
bunga, (brooklime) wood forrel and fcurvy 
grafs, each four handfuls y of muftard {ted 
bruifed, one ounce ; let thefe ingredients 
macerate together for three days, and then 
fqueeze the liquor through a linen cloth. 

K 2 The 
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The patient took an ounce of this tincture? 
three times in a day, in a glafs of white winej 
notwithstanding this his complaint encreafed 
every day. On the 30th he was purged, 
and then took an antifcorbutic apozem, 
every doze of which was preceded by a 
bolus made of the extract of juniper, rhu- 
barb, winters bark, and gum lac. 

The gaftrocnemii mufcles and the tendo 
.achillis of the left leg were become as hard 
as a board, which determined me to add fal 
ammoniac to the camphorated fpirits, which 
had not been difcontinued froxn the begin- 
ning of his diforder. 



A o 



Towards the 20th of May a fever came 
on. The 22d the purge was repeated, and 
he continued taking the bolus and apozem ; 
his gums were lanced from time to time, 
and he gargled his mouth feveral times in a 
day with the fpirit of fcurvy grafs, and the 
tincture of gum lac. 

All 
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All thefe remedies produced no effectj 
and the patient was reduced to the m il 
dreadful fituation. His figure was horrid, 
the fever continued without intermiflion, 
the echymofis extended all over his body, 
fpots began to appear under his eye-liJs, 
his gums and the roof of his mouth were fb 
fwelle-.l, that they covered his teeth, and .is 
he could not chew his food for fume tim ?, 
he was fed with panada and cream of rice : 
he had befides frequent furlbcations, and he 
fainted with the lead motion. From time to 
time he had confiderable hsemorrhages. This 
unhappy man fmelt fo very difagreeable, 
that it became neceffary to remove him ; 
the infirmiers were afraid to go near him. 
As Parentie appeared to me to be a gone 
cafe, and as the active remedies that he 
vifed produced no effect, I laid them afide, 
and contented myfelf with giving him as 
much forrel as he could fuck and fwallow, 
and fome was likewife put in his foup. This 
remedy, fimple as it is, produced in a fhort 

time 
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time a remarkable and unexpected change ; 
he ufed a great deal of it, which recovered 
his colour, and by degrees all his complaints 
disappeared j his mouth got well, his gums 
recovered their ufual fize, and the 17th of 
July he left the hofpital radically cured. I 
have feen him feveral times fince, and his 
health appeared to be perfectly re.-efta- 
blifhed. 

To this obfervation I can add another no: 
lefs important, which farther prove? the effi- 
cacy of this remedy. A young lady had her 
body covered with black fpots, as big as 
freckles; {he had confiderable. haemorrhages, 
and voided by ftool very fceted blood ; ia 
other refpects Jhe felt no pain. I ordered 
her to eat large quantities of Jorrel, and in 
a little time fhe was perfectly cured. I like- 
wife attended a woman who was between 
twenty and twenty -five years of age ; who 
had black fpots all over her body; fhe was 
attacked with frequent haemorrhages, and 

there 
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there was fuch a quantity of blood extrava- 
fated from the eye-lids, that ihe could not 
any more elole her eyes, which made her a 
fpectacle truly dreadful. Had I known at 
that time the marvellous effects of the for-i. 
rel, and the preference this plant merits 
above others, that are generally adopted in 
this difordcr, I mould have ufed it, and pro- 
bably have faved the life of this patientj 
fhe died, notwithftanding the conftant ufe of 
the mineral aids that I adminiftered in all 
forms. 



REMARKS. 

THE fuccefs of a remedy fo fimple, in a 
diforder fo ferioiis and complicated as the 
one related in the firft obfervation, proves 
that there are cafes, in which it is necefiary 
to have recourfe to fimple means, after 
more powerful ones have been ufed to no 

purpofe j 
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purpofej and that there are difordcrs that 
nfift fometimes the greateft efforts employ- 
ed to furmount them, which afterwards give 
way to more gentle applications, that are 
more analogous to the effect we expect from 
them. This variety in the action of reme- 
dies, is not at all furprifing. to phyficians, 
Who are attentive to the operations of na- 
ture, and who form their judgments from 
her indications. They know that if a de- 
compofition of the juices, fuppofes almoft 
always a relaxation of the fibres, or is occa- 
Fioned by it, there are neverthelefs cafes 
where thefe two defects appear to be in op- 
position to one another. It is indeed pofTn 
ble to conceive a decomposition of the fluids, 
whilft there ftill exifls a tention of fome" 
of the folids, and an irritability that require 
attention. This is a cafe in the fcurvy that 
is not fo rare as may be imagined, in which 
the moft active Scorbutics are often of little 
or no effect, becaufe they irritate the fibres 
too much; by endeavouring to. reunite 

the 
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the organic particles, a general decompo- 
fition may be prevented; but fuch applica- 
tions will not guaranty thofe organs that are 
already injured, and health will not often be 
re-eftablifhed by tbefe means, for they act 
too powerfully, and prevent nutrition, with- 
out which no reparation can be made. It is 
therefore that the forrel (which contains an 
acid fufHciently voluminous, in the extractive 
and faponaceous part, that envelopes and 
foftens it, without its injuring the effect 
which the mineral acid has produced, in 
Hopping the progrefs of the fcurvy,) by pro- 
moting a relaxation of the fibres, has facili- 
tated the circulation, and procured new 
juices more benign ; thefe juices incorpor- 
ating with the nutritive part of the foup, 
produced a neceffary and fufficient repara- 
tion, which could not have been retarded 
without rifk, and by which means a perfect 
re-eftablimment of the patient's health was 
brought about. This obfervation, which 
confirms the well known virtue of the forrel 
Vol. I. L in 
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in the cure of the fcurvy, indicates the cir- 
cumftances that are mod favourable to its 
action ; it merits the preference of the horfe 
radifh, fcurvy grafs, water crefTes, and the 
other hot antifcorbutics, when it is neceffary 
to moderate the effervefcence of the juices* 
and to meliorate them ; it is likewife pre- 
ferable to the mineral acid when there is a 
rigid fibre, and when the excretory vefTels 
are not fufficiently fouple to do their duty. 
But the ufe of the forrel ought to be pre- 
ceeded by the warm antifcorbutics, or fuch 
as are in a great degree tonic, when the 
fcurvy attacks very fuddenly, or when it is 
neceflary to be immediately circumfcribed $ 
in this cafe its action can only be regarded 
as fecondary. 



OBSER- 
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OBSERVATIONS 

O N T H E 
ILIAC PASSION, 

By M. R A M B A U D, 



CTEPHEN WEISS, a fold ier of the 
royal Piedmont regiment, about forty 
years of age, was admitted into the military 
hofpital of Sedan, the 25th Auguft, 1781 ; 
before his arrival he had been bled in the 
barracks j he had no fever, but had a fevere 
pain in the lower belly, although it was not 
tenfe, and he vomited a bilious matter. 
His fituation then did not appear to me to be 
any thing elfe than a humoral cholic; I order- 
ed him fome emollient glyfters, which eafed 
the pain, in confequence of which the next 
h 2 morning 
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morning I prefcribed for him two grains of 
tartar emetic in a ptifan of tamarinds, and 
this ptifan for a common drink. 

The 27th, his pains became more violent, 
1 ordered him to be again bled, the ernoh 
lient glyfters to be repeated, and fome oily 
draughts to be taken. 

The 28th, the vomitings encreafed, he 
voided by the mouth fome worms and a, 
fcecal matter, he had no ftool ; he had a ca- 
daverous appearance, his pulfe was fmall and 
contracted, his belly was tenfe and painful, 
all his iymptoms characterifed an iliac paflion 
of the moft alarming nature j he continued 
the emollient glyfters, and an emollient fo- 
mentation was applied to his belly ; he took 
fome manna "and oil of fweet almonds, and. 
drank whey for a common drink ; he was 
put into a warm bath, and made to fwallow 
four ounces of crude mercury. From this 
time his vomiting ceafed j, in the afternoon 

he 
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he took fotme more manna and oil of fweet 
almonds ; and in the evening he took an oily 
draught with fome Hoffman's anodyne tinc- 
ture, he had too good flools ; the day after 
he was a^ain put into the bath, and con- 
tinued the whey, fomentations, and glyfters. 

The 30th, the patient was purged with 
manna and oil of ftveet almonds ; the fame 
remedies were continued as the day before, 
and he found himfelf much better; but; 
what is very extraordinary, although the 
purgatives had produced very copious and 
happy effects, the patient did not void the 
mercury for three or four days. He left the 
hofpital the 30th September, well of his 
(diforder, and procured a conge to go to his 
native place to recover his ftrength. 



REMARKS, 
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REMARKS. 

WHAT renders this obfervation parti- 
cularly interefting, is the happy effect that 
appears to have been produced by the crude 
mercury, fwallowed in a well characterized 
iliac paffion, and which was retained in the 
body four days, Without determining 
whether the mercury, by removing the ob- 
fcacle that oppofed the paffage of the excre- 
ments and retained humours, effected the 
cure, or whether it was derived from the 
emollient drinks, the oil of fweet almonds, 
and the purgatives ; is it not very extraor- 
dinary that a fluid fo heavy, fo moveable, fo 
difunited, and of a form fo very fmooth, 
fhould remain in the inteftinal canal for fe- 
veral days, without occafioning the lead in- 
jury, and that it was not carried off by the 
evacuations that were procured ? Where did 
it remain all this time ? Was it lodged in the 
cy.I de fac of the ccccum ? If fo how came 

it 
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it diflodged ? Ought not its weight to have 
fixed it there, as happened to Jubilances lefs 
heavy, found in the cul de fac of the ccecum, 
after very lingering diforders they occa- 
fioned ; and among others to a foldier g£ the 
invalids, who died in confequence of a cholic 
that was very painful and of a long {landing; 
on opening his body a large quantity of 
cherry flones was found in the caecum, which 
had dilated it in a very extraoardinary man- 
ner.* 

In the German Ephemerides, there are ob- 
fervations of the fame kind as that related 
by M. Rambaud, which prove that crude 
mercury may remain feveral days in the in- 
teftinal canal without doing any mifchief j 
and which, from an extraordinary rriotionj 
or fudden jolt, has been voided a month 



* This obfervation related by M. Bonafas, is inferted 
in the fecond volume of Recail des Obfervations cie Me- 
dicine Pvlilitaire, page 503, 

after* 
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after,* without any effort or inconvenience j 
but it contains likewife another in which 
crude mercury was adminiftered in the iliac 
paffion, complicated with a hernia, and which 
produced the word effects, and could not be 
evacuated ; on opening the body of this per- 
fon, the mercury was found mixed with the 
fceces in the ilium. \ 

The cafe related bv M. Rambaud, is very 
fatisfa£t.ory ; but the following reflections 
neceffarily refult from it : That crude mer- 
cury ought never to be tried until every other 
probable means have been found to be ufe~ 
lefs or of no effect, and until we be well con- 
vinced that the iliac pafTion is occafioned by 
a retention of obdurated fceces in the intefti- 
nal canal ; and that this remedy ought never 
to be attempted when there is the lead fuf- 



* tephemeriJes of Germany, for the year i6jc, 
.page 191. 

f Ibid, page 192. 

picioa 
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to be attempted when there is the leaft fuf- 
picion of inflamation, and it is more parti^ 
cularly dangerous when there is a hernia. 

These are truths known to every Phyfi- 
cian, which ought to be frequently inculcated 
that they may become inconteftable ; we 
have though: it proper to fulfil thefe views 
flill better to fubjoin the following obferva- 
tion. 



Vol. I. M QBSER- 
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OBSERVATION 

ON T U E 

ILIAC PASSION. 

By M. Joy ant, Pbyfician to the Military Hof- 
pital at Br ue t. 



ANTHONY MARTEL, a grenadier 
foldier of the regiment of Beam, was 
fubjec~t to wind colics, in appearance very- 
night, which feldom arofe from any mifcon- 
duct; he mefTed the fame as his comrades 
who had no fuch complaints. His diforder 
was not preceded by any pain, and the day 
it came on he had a ftool as ufual. An hour 
after dinner he was feized, in an inftant, 
with a moil violent colic, accompanied with 
continual vomiting: when the vomiting 
ceafed, it was fucceeded by the hiccough • 
his pulfe was fmall and contracted, and he 
voided nothing by ftool. It is remarkable 

he 
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he could not fupport himfelf in any other 
pofition than fitting with his body inclined 
forwards} his belly was neither hard or tenfe, 
his tongue was not foul, and he had no fever; 
but he had unluckily fwallowed two leaden 
bullets, with an intention to force down the 
matter that he fuppofed occafioned the 
colic ; fuch was his fituation when he ar- 
rived at the military hofpital at Breft on the 
nth September, 178 1. 

The Surgeon of the guard gave him im- 
mediately two grains of tartar emetic, but it 
only encreafed his vomiting, hiccough, and 
pain. 

I examined this patient very attentively 
on my vifit in the evening, and immediately 
ordered him to be put into a warm bath, 
&nd prefcribed for him emollient glyfters, a 
drink and fomentations of the fame kind, 
and an oily draught with manna -, by thefe 
remedies all his complaints were calmed, 
M 3 except 
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except the hiccough, which ftill continued 
though lefs frequent and not fo fevere. The 
patient palled the night tolerably well \ in 
the morning I repeated the fame remedies, 
but ordered the glyfters to be made purga- 
tive to endeavour to procure a ftool, but it 
was in vain, the conftipation was too obfti- 
nate. 

These remedies not producing the defired 
effedt, I thought it neceflary to have a con- 
fultation with the gentlemen of the faculty 
belonging to the hofpital ; and it was unani- 
moufly advifed to bleed him, to give him 
oil of fweet almonds, to fubftitute irritating 
glyfters in the room of thofc that were limply 
emollient, and to try an injection of tobacco, 
fmoke, the drink, fomentation, and bath, 
tx> be continued as before. In confequence 
of which he w..s bled three times, but with 
out any fuccefs; he felt no kind of eafe from 
any thing but the warm bath, in which he 
continued almoft conftantly -, at the fame 

time 
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time I gave him fome laudanum which re- 
moved his pain, and he flept for three or four 
hours, but this refpite was not of long con- 
tinuance, and he relapfed into his former 
fituation. I then thought it bed to give 
him the fame remedies I had prefcribed in 
the beginning, although they produced but 
Jittle effect. 

As his pain continued always in one fpot, 
and on examining his back I found the fpine 
was confiderably curved, fo as to make a 
krge protuberance, and at the region of the 
ilium, there was a fmall, foft, fixed, and 
deep feated tumor, I determined to make 
fome efforts to remove It, hoping by that 
means to procure a developement of the in- 
terlines ; but the pain the patient fuffere.d in 
this fituation, was fo confiderable, I was 
obliged to give up farther trial. In fhort, 
the patient died the 17th September, fix 
days after his admiffion to the hofpital, not 
being able to take any thing but a few drops 

of 
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of laudanum, which eafed his pain, and a, 
little wine and water. 



His body being opened in the prefence of 
$he gentlemen of the faculty belonging to 
the hofpital; the vifcera of the lower belly 
were found to be in their natural fituation ; 
the epiploon was neverthelefs fmall and of a 
deep red colour; the fmall inteftines con- 
tained nothing but air, and a fmall quantity 
of liquid without any fmell ; but in unfold- 
ing their circumvolutions, we found a por- 
tion of the ilium of about zi inches in length, 
had flipt under the appendix cceci through 
the mefentery, and which was drawn fo tight 
in its paflage that the point of a finger could 
not be introduced without forcing the aper- 
ture; this portion of the ilium was full of 
air and a thick liquid : it contained befides 
one of the bullets the foldier had fwallowed 
the firft day of his diforder, the other bullet 
Jiad ftopped in the fuperior part of the ilium. 

How: 
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How did the ilium get fixed under the 
appendix cceci? Was this forced introduction 
of the ball owing to the convulflons of the 
interlines? It refults at leaft, from this obfer- 
vation, that heavy bodies ought never to be 
fwallowed in any kind of colic, as it is im- 
poflible exactly to determine the cafe, in 
which they can be of any ufe. 



REMARKS. 

IT cannot be too much infifted on, with- 
out doubt, the danger there is in fwallowing 
leaden bullets, or any other heavy body, to 
remove the colic, under pretence of forcing 
down the obftacle that occafions this obfti-t 
nate conftipation, that accompanies almofb 
a? ways that fpecies of colic called iliac 
pafTionj and although in the preceding obr 
fervation crude mercury appears to have pro- 
duced fome good effects, they are not fufllr 
ciently evident to counterbaiiance our fears 
on this fubjeft. It is neceiTary bcfides, be- 
fore 
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fore we determine to ufe either lead or 
quickfilver, to be well affured of the nature 
of the obftacle, to judge if it can be removed 
by this violent means, without injuring the 
parts to which it adheres, or without produ- 
cing a diforder Mill more dangerous, which 
often becomes irremediable. The obferva- 
tion of M. Joy ant is a proof, and we can 
fcarcely doubt, but that the bullets fo incon- 
fiderately fwallowed by this foldier, by their 
weight continually acting on the ilion, and 
encreafmg the convulfions he fuffered, occa- 
fioned the elongation of the ilion and forced 
it under the appendix cceci. Although ic 
be difficult to account for this extraordinary 
derangement, it is in fome meafure juftified 
by others frill more fo, occafioned by con- 
vulfions, and this diforder ought to banifh 
from the practice of phyfic, or to employ only 
with the nioft prudent precautions, a remedy 
fo equivocal, and the public ought to be ad- 
rr.onifhed of the danger of its adminiftra- 
ti'jn. 

OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION 

ON THE 

Treatment of a SOLDIER who was 
bitten by a V I P E R, 



pONTRIEUX, a foldier of the regiment 

of Bafigr.y, had accuftomed himfelf to 

difregard the bites of repriles of all forts, 

pretending he had the art of charming them. 

On the 13th April, 177 9, being walking 
about eleven o'clock in the morning, in 3 
fmall wood in the neighbourhood of Ma~ 
rennes, in Saintonge, (where his regiment 
was then in garrifon,) and in which area 
plenty of Vipers ; he faw fomething move 
among the leaves, and thinking it to be a 
reptile of the fame kind he was looking for, 
catched hold cf it v/ith both his hands, and 
was going to put it in his bofom, as he had 
Vol. I. N fre* 
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frequently done for his amufement ; the ani- 
mal being irritated, and paying no refpect to 
Pontrieux's power of inchantment, bit him 
in both of his hands : his left was bitten in 
the index finger, his right in the abdu&or 
mufcle of the little finger. 

These wounds, though flight in appear- 
ance, made him defpair of his life, from the 
(erious fymptoms that followed. 

Iti a few minutes the effects of the poifon 
began to be felt, by a very violent pain in 
the fmall of his back, which in a fnort time 
extended all over his body j to this fucceeded 
a drynefs of the mouth and throat, afwelling 
of the hands, a pale vifage, a weaknefs> 
naufsas, colic, cold fweats, and flight con- 
vulfions. All thefe fymptoms came on at 
the place where he was bitten, according to 
the relation of the patient himfelf, and of the 
people who came to his ■afiiftance. 

This 
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This unfortunate man was obliged to be 
carried to the city by his comrades - s a Sur- 
geon of the neighbourhood prefcribed the 
firft remedies for him j he made him fwallow 
the heart and liver of the Viper pounded up 
with fome wine, but his ftomach could not 
retain its and ordered his hands to be 
wrapped up in a linen cloth that had been 
clipped in olive oil. I did not fee him until 
an hour after the accident. 

I immediately ordered him to be carried 
to the hofpitalj his hands were prod igioufly 
fwdHen, he complained of being very cold, 
particularly in his lower extremities. The 
oppreffion at his bread, his anxiety, fainting, 
vomiting, and the irregularity of his pulfe, 
made us defpair of his life 5 thefe fymptoms 
continued until eight oclock in the evening, 
when he dofed a little ; but the fwelling 
which was of an inflamatory nature, had 
made fuch rapid progrefs, that by this time 
it had got to his elbows, 

N 1 1 HAD 
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I had never feen the efiefts of the bite oi I 
Viper before, and akho*;i ha'] read the writ- 
ings of modern authors, on the' effects of 
tnis dangerous poifon, and the manner of 
treating it; particularly the interefcing ob- 
iervation of Barnard de JufTieu, inferred in 
the Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences, 
in the year 1747*3 thz number and intenfity 

of 



* The celebrated Barnard de Juflieu, has given in 
the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences, for the 
year 1747, an account of the cure of the bite of 
the Viper, produced by the vola'.il alkali taken 
internally ; and this obfervation joined to feveral made 
fince, appears to prove the Volatil alkali to be a fpe- 
Cific for the venom of the Viper. Barnard de Juflieu, 
was determined to try the properties of the volatil al- 
h.ii, as much from the inerhcacy of other ufual reme- 
dies, as from it being conft.mi.ly remarked that the vo- 
latil alkali inflantly relieved thofe that had been bitter* 
by the Viper ; and by perfeverance compleated their 
cure. In conjunclion with the famcus Rouelle, he made 
fome experiments on this fubjccl in the King's garden ; 

from 
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of his fymptoms frightened me: It was in 
vain that I endeavoured to procure fome: 
concrete volatil fairs, or eau de luce, neither 
was to be got iri the city. I had recourfe to 
the thenaca, mixed with a little red wine, 
but his ftomach could not fupport it ■, hap- 
pily 



fern which refulted, that dogs bitten by tin's reptile, 
who hid the volatil alkali given them toon recovered i 
that fuch as had the ufiial atexepharmic remedies giveti 
them, got well very flowly ; and thofe that had nothing- 
given them, died. Thefe experiments being repeated 
were an additional proof to Barnard de JuiTieu, that the 
volatil alkali was the real fpecific for the Lite of the 
Viper, and he foon after had an opportunity of 
trying it on a Studsat of Medicine, who was bitteri 
by this reptile whilfl fintpling ; the fuccefs was fo corn- 
pleat, as would have fufiiced any one elfe, that the vo- 
latil alkali was the true fpecific. Eat this learned 
man (whofe death will be long regretted; but who lives 
in the hearts of all good artd horieft Phyficians,) knew 
that it was neceffary to multiply ouf experiments, be- 
fore we publifh. our opinion ; to follow refpectmlly his 

views, 
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pily I recollected that I had at my houic A 
fmall bottle full of the volatil fpirits offal 
amoniac ; I ran home for it, and gave him 
eight drops in a little honey Water 3 this re- 
medy continued on his flomach. I ordered 
him to be well covered up in bed, and 
fome bottles full of almoft boiling water were 
put by him to endeavour to warm him. At 
two o'clock, P. M. his cold feeling kill 
continuing, I gave him a fecond dofe of the 
volatil fluor alkali* j a glyfter was given 
him which eafed the pain of his belly a little. 
Towards the evening he began to grow 
warm, and did not vomit any more ; I gave 
him a third dofe of the volatil alkali in 
winej this dofe contained twelve drops, 
which produced an hour after a pretty plen- 



views, we have .reported this cafe, which will fupporj 
the opinion of this great man. 

* The volatil fiuor alkali, is nothing but the vola* 
til fpirits of fal amoaiic, regenerated with this ne\V 
barne. 

tifiil 
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tiful fweat ; three hours after I gave him 
another dofe in an aqueous vehicle, and I 
poured a few drops of this fpecific on the 
fmall wounds, in imitation of the celebrated 
and learned Botanift cited above; the hands 
and fore arms of the patient were enveloped 
in a linen cloth dipped in olive oil ; the pa- 
tient palled this night in a ftate of moifture, 
but he flept none. 

The next day the 14th, I found him to- 
lerably eafy, but the fwelling had afcended 
as far as the upper part of his arm ; the olive 
oil was now omitted, and a decoction of 
mallows and elder flowers fubftituted in its 
place, I gave him another dofe of alkali ; 
at noon the fwelling was enormous; it had 
got up to his (houlders and filled his arm 
pits ; I gave him another dofe of volatil al- 
kali which induced and maintained a fweat 
vntil the evening; after that the fwelling did 
jiot encreafe, but became more red near the 
arm pits where it feemed to terminate. The 

dreffings 
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drcfllngs all this day were the fame as in the 
morning ; his drink was a weak infufion of 
elder flowers and Jiquorim root. 

The 15th in the morning, the fwelling 
had again made fome progrefs, and in the 
evening, all the external part of his cheft, 
and particularly the lateral parts, were 
f welled, but this fwelling was rather aedo- 
matous than inflamatory; it pitted with the 
finger, he had no more heat or pain in the 
two extremities j and the red colour was fu- 
perceded by a leaden one. To increafe the 
action of thefe parts which appeared to me 
to be numbed, I omitted from the decoction 
the mallows, and added to the elder flowers, 
camomile and wormwood. I wrapped his 
arris as far as the (houlders, in linens and 
flannels wrung out of this new decoction 
made very hot, which was renewed every 
quarter ot an hour : thefe parts were kept 
as in a continual hot bath, the heat was (till 
encreafed by bottles of almoft boiling water, 
which were placed clofe by his arms; this 

day 
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dat he took two dofes of volatil alkali, which 
kept him in a gentle fweat all day. In the 
morning I fcarified the end of the bit finger, 
from whence iffued a bloody liquor. 

The i 6th, the fwelling had confiderably 
increafed in height, though not in breadth ; 
the bit finger was again fcarified. Notwith- 
standing the fwelling on the cheft, the patient 
felt no inconvenience from it internally. 
This day he took three dofes of the volatil 
fluor alkali, his arms and cheft were drefled 
as before. 

The 17th, which was the fifth from the 
accident, the fwelling in general appeared to 
be a little diminifhed, particularly in the 
ringers, which could now be moved with lefs 
difficulty ■, but one thing alarmed me very 
much, independent of what I had read in 
M. Quefnai's learned Treatife on the Gan- 
grene, which'was to fee the lateral parts of 
thr cheft covered over with black fpots 
Vul. I. O refcm- 
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refembling an echymofis that follows a vio- 
lent contufion > there were fome on the arms 
likewife, but not fo many as on the body; 
on the fore arms and hands were none. The 
patient took this day two dofes of the alkali, 
the dreflings were continued as before. 

The i 8th, the fwelling was nearly the 
fame as yefcerday, but the echymofis was 
confiderably increafed both in fpots and ex- 
tent i the black colour had now extended to 
the ends of the fingers. To increafe the 
action of the vefTels, and to flop in the be- 
ginning a foundation that might produce 
fuch terrible effects, I added to the laft de- 
coction fome brandy and fal amoniac ; the 
patient found himfelf in other refpects better; 
he now for the firft time afked for fomething 
to eat. 

The 19th, he had now no more pain, and 
although the fwelling had but little dimi- 
niihed, he began to recover the ufe of his 

arms, 
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arms, the black colour of the fkin was not 
fo deep, but had extended to the back of his 
fhoulders, and defcended as low as the fmall 
of his back j fuch parts as were fubjedt to 
preffure were blacker than the other. 

The 20th, the fwelling and echymofis o£ 
the body were a good deal diminifhed, but 
the extremities continued ftill very large, 
ihining and black, particularly from the arm 
pits to the wrifts. 

The 21ft and 22d, the fwelling on all the 
circumference of the cheft was entirely gone 
down, the black colour was quite gone, but 
was fuperceded by a yellow one, which ex- 
tended to his face ; the fuperior part of his 
arms was diminifhed to nearly half of their 
fize, and were likewife of a yellow colour 5 
his forearms were gone down to nearly a 
third, but his hands continued ftill very 
much fwelled* 

O % Tut 
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The 23d and 24th, his right arm regained 
its natural colour ; the fore arm was not lb 
large ; the internal part of this extremity (till 
continued a little black , his hand was not 
yet much diminished; the patient began now 
for the firft time to help himfelf with his right 
arm in eating j the left arm mended (lowly, 
the fore arm and hand continued ftill very 
large, altho* there was no echymofis except 
on the internal part, all the reft was yellow. 

The 25th, being the 12th day from his 
diforder, the right arm was perfectly well, 
the fore arm was fcarcely fwelled any j his 
hand was confiderably better. His left arm 
continued nearly the fame, but the finger 
that was bitten had for ibme days been 
growing larger, and he felt fhooting pains 
in it ; which continued ftifF, even after he 
was in other refpects perfectly well. 

Thus all the accidents of this violent 
diforder were difupated by degrees, and in an 

oppofite 
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oppofite order to that of their coming on. 
A perfect cure was not obtained in lefs than a 
month a though the mod afliduous care was 
taken. There was ufed in this cure both in- 
ternally and externally, more than one ounce 
of the volatil fluor alkali. 

This obfervation furnifhes a new proof 
that the volatil fluor alkali, is the real coun- 
ter poifon for the venom of the Viper, even 
for a long time after the bite. Its ■ effect is 
more certain when applied immediately af- 
ter the accident ; and there is reafon to 
prefume, if it had been adminiftered in the 
beginning of the difeafe that I have de- 
fcribed, as Barnard de Ju.Tieu hai an op- 
portunity of doing, the confequences would 
have been infinitely lefs fevere, lefs compli- 
cated, and much fhorter. We fee that this 
remedy ought to be given in greater or lefs 
dofes, and continued a longer or fhorter 
time, in proportion to the violence of the 
fymptoms and their continuance. 
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May we not attribute the extraordinary 
progrefs of the fwelling, which did not re- 
lax until the fourth day, to the fmall quan- 
tity of volatil alkali made ufe of topically ? 
It is a reflexion I have made fince reading 
the obfervations of M. Sage on the effects 
of the volatile fluor alkali. 



OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION 

ON A VERY REMARKABLE 

T HIRST, 

BY M. R O S E R. 



jV|_ANGIN, a foldier of the regiment of 
La Couronr.c\ had from his infancy an un- 
common thirft. He is now about twenty- 
four years of age, of a ftrong and robuft 
habit of body, about five feet three inches in, 
height, auburn colour hair, of a florid 
complexion, enjovs perfect health, and per- 
forms the duty of a foldier with the mofl 
fcrupuious exaclncfa. 

From the age of fix years, he drank every 
twenty-four hours twenty pints of water. 
His parents were alarmed, from the idea 
that his fuuacion was produced by witch- 
craft, 
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craft, had recourfe to faints and quack-doc- 
tors ; but his crowth, far from diminishing, 
encreafed every day. 

When ten years old he drank daily 
twenty-eight pints of water j his belly now 
began to grow large and very hard; it Was 
with difficulty he could wahk. This uneafy 
fituation continued for two years; his eager- 
hefs for drink cont hued always the fame, 
and it appeared to be abfolutely infurmount- 
able. However his belly regained its natu- 
ral fize, without being indebted to any me- 
dicine for it. 

At thirteen years of age, Mangin drank 
thirty-two pints of water daily ; the uneafi- 
nefs of his parents increafing, With a view 
to make him infl-nfibly get the better of a 
habit that alarmed them fo much, they con- 
fined him to his room, and gave him drink 
but a little at a time, and rot ever, that, 
until he repeatedly alked for it. He ex- 

prelTed 
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prefTed, in a very feeling manner, the vio- 
lent anguifh he fuffered from this reftraint. 
He was (hut up in this prifon for feveral 
months, till one day he found an opportu- 
nity of efcaping from his confinement, when 
he left his father's houfe altogether, for m) 
other reafon but that he might be able to 
drink his fill without constraint. The firft 
condition that he propofed to the mafter he 
went to ferve, (who lived on a farm a few 
leagues from his father's houfe) was, that 
he mould be at full liberty to drink his fill 
of water, which his mafter very readily 
agreed to. From the age of eighteen till 
twenty he drank constantly from forty to 
forty-eight pints per day. During fummer, 
or when he drank wine or fpifituous liquors* 
he was obliged to drink one third more 
than ordinary^ 

An inclination to ferve the king, or pro- 
bably the hopes of overcoming an habit 
Vol. I. P thac 
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that was now become very troufrlefome, in- 
duced Mangin to enlift in the regiment of 
La Couronne. It is now four years fince I 
have obferved him with a good deal of at- 
tention, and I am well fatisfied that this fol- 
dier is actually obliged to drink fo copi- 
oufly as he doe?„ 

In the month of March, 1778, he was 
admitted into the hofpital of St. Omers, for 
a fever and pains in his back and loins. He 
drank every day forty pints of fmall beer 
and twenty pints of water, befides the me- 
dicines and liquid food his fituation re- 
quired, and which were prefcribed for him 
by the Phyficians of the Hofpital ; but 
it was not found neceflfary to augment his 
dofes of medicine in proportion to his drink, 
the fame dofes operated with him the fame 
as with other patients in the fame diforder. 

In the month of October, 1778, he was 
fent to the military hofpital of St. Lizieux, 

with 
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with an inflammatory fever ; he ftaid there 
twenty days, and was then difmiffed per- 
fectly well. During this time, he drank 
daily fixty-eight pints of weak cyder and 
water, befides ptifans and other liquors that 
were prefcribed for him. It was again re- 
marked that his medicines produced in hint 
a fimilar effe& as might have been expected 
in any pother patient; a common purging 
dofe generally produced the defired effecl:. 

To be more correct in this obfervation, I 
weighed for fifteen days the folid and liquid 
food daily ufed by this foldier, and the fen- 
fible evacuations produced. I told him not 
to drink more than he had occafion for, or 
to ftint himfelf in any thing, which he per- 
formed very faithfully. The refult of this 
experiment was: 

On the firft of December he drank in 

twenty-four hours, of Cyder, 4lbs. Water, 

P 3 405 
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40; of Meat Soup, 3 1-2 ; of Meat, 1-2 ;--- 
48. 

He voided in this time, by Urine, 24IDS. 
by Stool, 1 j 25. 

The quantity of food, drink, and evacua- 
tions, were nearly the fame the four fol- 
lowing days. 

The fifth day he drank, Cyder, 16 lbs. 

Water, 48 5 64. He voided by Urine 

and Stool, 28., 

The 10th day I made him drink about 
3 ounces of apple brandy, in which day he 

drank, Cyder, 16 lbs. Water, 525 £8. 

Evacuations* 2olbs. 

The other days that he drank no brandy, 
he drank lefs water, but his evacuations 
encreafed by fome pounds, 

Tins 
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This foldier never fpat any ; his mouth 
was always dry ; he never fweated extraor- 
dinarily 3 the mucus of the noftrils, the 
growth of his hair and nails did not appear 
to be augmented, and the pulmonary trans- 
piration received on glafs feemed to be with 
him as with any other perfon of his age. 

On examining attentively the ftate of the 
vifcera of the lower belly, there was neither 
tenfion, hardnefs, or any extraordinary ele- 
vation to be perceived •, when this man fuf- 
fered from thirft, and he could not get 
wherewith to fatisfy himfelf, he complained 
of a devouring fire in his ftomachj his eyes 
grew dim -, his head became giddy, he. 
fainted, and would probably have died if he 
had not been immediately relieved. Water 
immediately revives him, much in the fame 
Way as air revives birds that have been in- 
clofed in a pneumatic machine ; he cannot, 
exiil two hours without drinking. From re- 
peated 
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peated experiments that have been made to. 
eftimate the quantity of drink necefTary for 
this foldier for twenty-four hours, and of 
the evacuations made in this time, we may 
conclude that he drinks in winter per day 48 
pints, and in fummer 54 ; that his urine in 
general is not more than 24 pints \ he fays 
that he has been obliged to drink 80 pints 
of water in a day, when he has been in- 
toxicated. 



REMARKS. 
IT is difficult to account for the caufe of 
fuch a very extraordinary third, and parti- 
cularly as the man enjoyed a good ftate of 
health. It is true we hear of inextinguifh- 
able thirfts, but they have been accompa- 
nied with a- burning fever or dropfy. We 
know likewife that wine, fpiritous liquors, 
heat, violent exercife, falts or acrid matters* 
excite thirft, but then it is momentaneous, 
and depends on the caufe that produces it ; 

and 
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and the foldier who is the Tubjecl: of this in- 
terefting and well made obfervation, has ex- 
perienced fometimes himfelf an augmenta- 
tion of third from thefe caufes ; but the 
thirft he has been accuftomed.to from his 
infancy, and which is now as it were na- 
tural to him, is not daily excited and kept 
up by thefe heterogeneous caufes. 

It follows then, that there is in him a flame 
of this inextinguifhable fire, whofe effects 
water will moderate for a fhort time, but 
cannot put out, and which blazes fo quickly 
and fo eafily. But what is the caufe of this 
heat ? A continued and immoderate thirft is 
in the opinion of all Phyficians*, a real 
diforder, and the proximate caufe of the 
cahexy and dropfy. However there is 
nothing in this foldier that announces the 
prefence or. probability of any of thefe difor- 
ders, and his health has not furTered any 



* Van Sweeten, in Aphorifmos, Vol. ii. Page 407. 

change 
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change from this habit ; it is in this above 
all that confids the peculiarity of his filia- 
tion. 

It will neverthelefs be interefting to at- 
tempt fome means to deliver him from the 
tyranny of his complaints and prevent their 
effects ; the following are propofed : With- 
out refufing him the fatisfifbion of drinking, 
might not the quantity of his drink be con- 
ftanlly and infenfibly diminifhed ? Could 
not he accuftom himfelf to gargle his mouth 
fome time with what he drinks before he 
fwallows it, and always keep in his mouth 
lozenges of cream of tartar, or fome fuch 
medicine, and mix a few drops of vinegar 
in all the water he drinks, to imitate the 
fijea of the Romans ? 

These means are fimple, eafily tried, not 
dear, and cannot be attended with any incon- 
venience; they may befides be regarded as 
a tacit invitation to Phyficians tb propofe 
more efficacious. 
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